[An undifferentiated carcinoma of the esophagus--a case of an elderly patient].
Reported is the case of an undifferentiated carcinoma of the esophagus that had developed in an 80-year-old man. This polypoid a tumor was an elevated nodular mass, 9 x 5 cm in diameter, that had invaded the muscle layer. Microscopically, the tumor was composed of small polygonal cells with hyperchromatic nuclei that were unaffected by either Grimelius or PAS staining. An epidermal growth factor immunoreactivity was found in a few of the tumor cells. Ultrastructurally, the tumor cells had abundant ribosomes, a rough endoplasmic reticulum, and mitochondria. Coamplification of HST-1 or INT-2 genes was not observed by slot blot analysis. The patient is now well with no evidence of a tumor recurrence or a distant metastasis 11 months after surgery.